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away what the centuries had laboured to fulfil. At
times Louis XV's ministers and friends felt the
ground tremble beneath them and heard the rattle
of blows that fell without respite. At times they
roused themselves and tried to exorcise the evil,
establishing frail dykes, and stopping for a time
the progress of destruction from within; some-
times they passively accepted an inevitable situation,
rejecting the remedies prescribed by common
sense and prudence. For his part, the king who
had never said "apres mot le deluge"^ whose alert
mind and natural pessimism could discern the real
dangers, was under no illusion as to the state of
the kingdom; he tried to improve it, many of his
attempts succeeding.

A sincere belief in the divine nature of his mis-
sion, unmingled admiration for Louis XIV* s life
and works, the wish to preserve in their entirety
all the prerogatives of royalty, and to yield nothing
to the demands of Parliament and public opinion,
allowed him to maintain an authority that so many
forces were combining to destroy wantonly. On
iyth March 1730 Louis XV approved the nomina-
tion of Philibert Orry de Vignory as controller of
Finance in place of M. le Pelletier-Desforts. An
able financier, this eminent man succeeded in
restoring a tax of ten per cent, reorganizing the
India Company, stimulating trade with Spain, Por-
tugal and the Echelles du Levant, and protecting
artists and writers. For fifteen years Orry held one
of the highest posts, with marvellous success. There
was little change in the personnel of the govern-